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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Huthwaite. 


Gentlemen  > 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  your  district  during  the  year  1925. 


NATURAL  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (In  hcres)  ...  1228. 

Population  (Census  1821  and  estimated  1925)  5618  & 5667. 
Physical  features  and  general  character  of  the  area:- 


The  surface  formation  is  irregular  and  undulating.  Geologically 
it  is  mainly  composed  of  magnesium  limestone  below  which  are  found 
the  coal  measures.  The  parish  has  an  area  of  1228  acres;  parts 
of  which  are  the  highest  in  the  county  - 669  feet  above  sea 
level.  The  district  in  general,  is  exceptionally  favoured  in  its 
bracing  air  and  its  facilities  for  drainage.  In  its  early  days 
besides  agricultural  work,  framework  knitting  v/as  the  chief 
industry  carried  on.  In  addition  to  an  old  established  factory 
there  is  a more  recent  one  which  gives  employment  to  several 
hundred  workers;  many  of  whom  come  from  the  neighbouring  villages. 
Another  industry  carried  on  is  bcot  making  a factory  having  been 
erected  for  this  purpose. 


Social  conditions,  including  the  chief  occupations  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on 
public  health:-  Coal  mining  is  the  chief  industry  carried  on  in 
the  district  and  finds  employment  for  most  of  the  male  population. 
It  is  noticeable  how  seldom  the  workmen  are  attacked  by  Phthisis 
(Consumption)  - in  fact  the  death  rate,  from  this  cause,  among 
miners  is  the  lowest  in  any  employment  and  this  may  be  explained 
by  the  fact  that  the  particles  of  coal  dust  are  of  a non  irritant 
nature  and  that  th£  conditions  under  which  the  work  is  carried  on 
as  regards  atmosphere,  equal  temperature  and  ventilation  are  goodi 
Bronchial  catarrh  especially  In  workmen  over  middle  life  is 
common  and  this  may  be  due  chiefly  to  the  Change  from  the  cold 
upper  crust  to  the-'-dTower  warm  air  and  vice  versa. 

The  first  working  of  coal  dates  back  as  far  as  the  year  1725. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  * 1139. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  ■ 1208. 

Rateable  value  * £16936. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  - £141.  2.  0. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

M.  F. 


Total) 

, | Birth-rate  - 21 


(Legitimate  56.  57. 

(Illegitimate  5.  3. 


Births 


Death-rate  - 9- 


Deaths 


29  Males,  26  Females 


This  is  the  ’’gross”  death-rate  calculated  on  the  population  of  the 
district  as  at  the  middle  of  1925. 

In  accordance  with  regulations,  residents  of  the  parish,  who  have 
died  outside  the  parish  must  be  added  to  the  ’’gross”  death-rate  so 
as  to  arrive  at  the  "corrected”  or  "net”  death-rate. 


Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  child  birth. 


(From  sepsis  ...  0. 

(From  other  causes  ...  0. 


♦ 


0 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  births:-  148. 

This  means  that  out  of  every  1,000  children  born  in  Huthwalte 
148  would  die  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year. 

Legitimate  deaths  ...  15.  Illegitimate  deaths  3.  Total  18. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  1. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  i-  0* 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  0. 

There  were  5 deaths  of  residents  who  died  in  Institutions  outside 
the  District  and,  therefore,  were  not  registered  in  it. 

These  deaths  are  included  in  the  total  number. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  56. 

The  death  rate  per  1000  population  in  England  and  Wales  during 
1925  was  12.2.  The  birth-rate  was  18*3  per  1000  population  and 
the  infant  mortality  rate  75  per  1000  births. 

Coroners'  Inquests:-  Three  deaths  were  reported  to  the  Coroner 
and  it  was  considered  necessary  to  hold  an  inquest  on  one  of 
these . 


The  causes  of  the  18  deaths  under  the  age  of  12  months  are 
shown  in  the  following :- 


Sex. 


Cause . 


6 months . 

M. 

Bronchitis . 

3 months . 

M. 

Bronchitis . 

3 days . 

F. 

Debility  from  Birth)  Twins 

3 days . 

F. 

Debility  from  Birth)  (Illegitimate) 

7 months . 

F. 

Teething  and  Convulsions. 

19  hours . 

M. 

Congenital  Atelectasis. 

1 day. 

F. 

Premature  Birth. 

fe  hours . 

M. 

Premature  Birth. 

6 months . 

M. 

Teething  and  Convulsions. 

10  months . 

M. 

Bronchitis . 

Newly  born. 

M. 

Inattention  at  Birth  (Inquest) 

11  months . 

M. 

Measles  and  Broncho-Pneumonia. 

3 months . 

F. 

Convulsions . 

3 months . 

F. 

Bronchitis . 

2 days . 

M. 

Inanition. 

4 months . 

M. 

Broncho- Pneumonia . 

3 days . 

M. 

Premature  birth  (Illegitimate) 

5 months . 

M. 

Erysipelas  (Died  in  Hospital) 

In  the  previous  year  there  were  9 deaths  under  12  months. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  chest  affections,  premature  birth  and 
debility  from  birth  account  for  a large  proportion  of  the  deaths. 
The  occurrence  of  the  two  latter  is  rather  difficult  to  explain 
further  than  that  they  arise  mainly  from  the  poor  physique, 
ill-health  or  ill-nutrition  of  the  mother.  The  housing  conditions 
at  present  prevailing  in  the  area  add  in  no  small  degree  to  this 
mortality.  Where  overcrowding  exists  the  immature  child  comes  in 
many  instances  from  a vitiated  stock  and  is  deprived  of  those 
vital  forces  which  render  a separate  existence  possible.  Such 
causes  may  to  a certain  extent  be  dealt  with  by  the  methods  of 
preventive  medicine  and  the  watchful  care  of  the  promoter  of 
sanitary  measures  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  however  earnest 
the  worker  in  child  culture  may  be  in  this  direction,  the 
success  will  be  small  until  the  housing  conditions  at  present 
prevailing  are  remedied. 
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One  very  noticeable  feature  in  infantile  ailments  is  the  absence 
of  epidemic  diarrhoea.  During  recent  years  no  deaths  have 
occurred  from  this  complaint.  Up  to  the  year  1920  it  was  the 
commonest  of  all  diseases  and  was  the  cause  of  many  deaths.  The 
close  relationship  between  the  presence  of  flies  and  the 
prevalence  of  diarrhoeal  diseases  has  been  amply  proved  but  what 
the  real  factors  are  in  eliminating  the  complaint  is  a rather 
doubtful  point.  The  suddenness  of  its  disappearance  leads  one 
to  suspect  that  one  single  factor  is  mainly  responsible. 


There  were  no  special  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity 
during  the  year.  The  outbreak  of  Smallpox  in  1924  continued 
during  1925;  eighteen  cases  being  notified.  This  number  may  be 
considered  small  when  one  takes  into  account  the  large  number  of 
young  persons  in  the  area  who  are  unprotected  by  vaccination.  At 
present  there  is  a rising  population  among  which  small-pox  might 
easily  spread.  This  condition  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  increased 
facilities  afforded  to  the  conscientious  objector. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  the 
County  Council:-  A small-pox  hospital  is  the  only  one  in  the 
area  and  this  is  supported  by  the  Local  Authority  and  can  give 
accommodation  to  ten  persons.  It  was,  however,  considered 
preferable  to  send  all  the  cases  of  small-pox  to  the  County 
Isolation  Hospital.  No  local  provision  is  made  for  Tuberculosis 
Maternity,  Children  or  Fever. 

There  is  no  Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children. 

There  are  no  ambulance  facilities  provided  for  infectious  cases. 
All  the  small-pox  cases  were  removed  by  the  Ambulance  connected 
with  the  County  Isolation  Hospital. 

For  non-inf ectious  and  accident  cases  motor  ambulance  w agons  are 
generally  available.  All  the  local  collieries  are  provided  with 
these  and  a horse  drawn  wagon  provided  by  the  local  Ambulance 
Brigade  can  be  obtained  at  short  notice. 


MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE. 


The  work  of  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  has  been  carried  on  regularly 
during  the  year  and  the  progress  made  by  the  children  is  satisfactory 
in  practically  all  Instances.  Infants’  foods  are  obtainable  at  the 
cost  price  of  the  articles.  Meetings  are  held  every  Monday  and  the 
average  attendance  of  children  is  about  25.  All  the  children  are 
seen  by  a medical  officer  once  a month.  In  the  interval  the  Health 
Visitor  refers  cases  to  the  Doctor  when  circumstances  indicate  the 
need  for  this.  Records  are  kept  showing  the  weight  and  other  items 
in  the  general  welfare  of  the  infant.  One  difficulty  which  is  not 
easy  to  surmount  is  that  the  very  poorest  do  not  attend  as  one 
would  like.  These  have  to  be  seen  in  their  own  homes  where  the 
chief  enemies  of  the  child  are  located;  both  within  and  around 
the  home  itself.  The  want  of  knowledge  Is  a great  factor  in  the 
production  of  high  infant  mortality  rates  and  the  widespread 
teaching  of  the  simple  rules  of  mothercraft  by  a Health  Visitor 
is  one  essential  ? cem  to  be  relied  on  if  the  babies  are  to  be 
saved.  It  must  be  remembered  that  no  amount  of  work  by  a Health 
Visitor  either  at  a Centre  or  at  the  Infants’  homes  will 
appreciably  reduce  the  mortality  so  long  as  defective  housing 
conditions  (unpaved  yards,  overcrowding,  no  provision  for  food 
storage  &c.)  are  allowed  to  persist. 
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Most  of  the  children  who  are  brought  to  the  Centre  are  babies 
under  12  months  and  only  a small  proportion  between  1 and 
5 years. 

The  Health  Visitor  reports  that  112  births  were  visited  during 
the  year.  Re-visits  numbering  600  were  afterwards  made  to  these 
babies.  To  children  between  1 and  5 years  705  visits  were  paid. 

There  is  practically  no  ante-natal  work  at  the  Centre  as  nearly 
all  expectant  mothers  can  readily  obtain  medical  advice  at  their 
own  home  s * 

Any  cases  of  pregnancy  which  are  referred  by  the  Midwives  or 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Health  Visitor  are  examined  and 
advised  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

There  are  no  maternity  homes  or  other  institutions  for  the 
reception  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children 
as  in-patients. 

There  are  no  methods  of  dealing  with  unmarried  mothers  and 
illegitimate  children  and  with  children  permanently  or 
temporarily  deprived  of  a home  with  their  ov/n  parents  except  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians . 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Committee  of  the  Mansfield 
and  District  Orthopaedic  Guild  for  .the  treatment  of  patients  and 
four  cases  have  received  attention  during  the  year. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority :- 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Health  Visitor. 
These  are  part  time  officers  and  a contribution  is  made  to  their 
salary  under  the  Public  Healths  Acts.  Under  the  directions  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  Sanitary  Inspector  carries  out  the 
duties  of  Housing  - Inspection  of  District  Regulations  1910. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Horae:-  (a)  General:-  The  Health 
Visitor  also  acts  as  District  Nurse.  The  Nursing  Association 
attends  to  the  general  nursing  arrangements  and  funds  are  raised 
by  voluntary  contributions.  Members  of  the  Local  Authority  are 
on  the  Committee  of  the  Nursing  Association.  The  Local 
Authority  also  assists  In  financing  the  nursing  expenses 
(b)  Infectious  Diseases:-  The  District  Nurse  gives  her  services 
in  these  cases  when  considered  necessary  by  the  medical  attendants. 

Midwives:-  There  is  a qualified  and  registered  midwife,  who  is 
also  a fully  trained  nurse,  practising  in  the  district.  She  Is 
not  in  any  way  employed  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

1891  - The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  1889. 

1891  - The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  1890. 

1913  - The  Notification  of  Births  Act  1907. 

1909  - Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  1907. 

Parts  2 and  3 and  sections  from  52  to  66  inclusive  and 
68  in  Part  4. 

1911  - Public  Libraries  Act  1892  to  1901. 

Sections  of  the  Town  Police  Classes  Act  1857  are 
incorporated  with  the  Local  Government  Act  1858,  and  in 
force  in  the  district. 

Regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  1907. 

Bve-laws  with  respect  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings  and 
Nuisances  1877. 
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1911  - Bye-laws  as  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  1876. 

Bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  Slaughter  Houses,  1876. 
Bye-laws  with  regard  to  the  prevention  of  Nuisances, 
arising  from  snow  and  filth  and  the  keeping  of  animals. 
Bye-laws  as  to  cleansing  footways,  removal  of  refuse 
and  cleansing  of  privies. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act  1922. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  district  has  in  most  parts  a good  and  constant  supply  of  pure 
water  the  source  of  which  is  in  the  Bunter  Sandstone  beds  about 
midway  between  Nottingham  and  Worksop.  A few  houses  which  are 
not  situated  within  easy  reach  of  the  public  mains  obtain  their 
water  from  wells.  Every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  these 
wells  from  pollution.  During  the  year  it  was  not  necessary  to 
take  any  action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination. 

Rivers  and  streams:-  I am  not  aware  of  the  pollution  of  any 

rivers  or  streams  in  the  area.  Most  of  the  sewage  goes  into 

the  sewage  disposal  works  the  effluent  from  which  may  be 
considered  free  from  any  serious  complaint. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage:-  All  the  populated  parts  of  the  district 
have  a good  system  of  modern  sewers  and  the  sewage  is  conveyed 
to  the  works  on  Common  Road  and  Blackwell  Road.  A few  isolated 
houses  have  the  drains  running  to  cesspools  which  are  periodically 
emptied  and  the  contents  spread  over  gardens  &c . 

Closet  Accommodation:-  The  greater  proportion  of  the  dwellings 
are  supplied  with  pail  closets  and  some  with  water  elosets.  At 

a few  places  privy-middens  are  still  in  existence.  During  the 

year  4 of  these  were  converted  into  pail  closets  and  14  still 
remain.  Pail  closets  are  undesirable,  but  privy-middens  are 
still  more  so  and  it  is  a question  of  choosing  the  lesser  of 
the  two  evils.  Privy  middens  are  a blot  in  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  any  district  and  the  sooner  they  are  abolished 
the  better. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  143  houses  supplied  with  water- 
closets.  Four  houses  are  supplied  with  2 closets. 

It  Is  estimated  that  there  are  993  pail  closets  in  use  and  these 
are  regularly  emptied  every  week. 

During  recent  years  there  have  been  no  conversions  to  the  water 
carriage  system. 


Scavenging:-  A regular  system  of  scavenging  is  carried  out  in 
the  district  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector; 
the  work  being  done  chiefly  by  men  employed  by  the  Council.  The 
house  refuse  is  screened  and  the  coarse  material  taken  to  tips 
in  places  at  a distance  from  the  village  and  not  near  to  any 
dwellings.  Most  of  the  finer  material  is  mixed  with  the  night 
soil  and  made  use  of  by  farmers  and  gardeners  in  the  neighbourhood 
for  agricultural  purposes. 

No  complaints  have  been  made  of  nuisances  arising  from  this 
method  of  disposal. 

There  are  998  ashpits  and  667  of  these  are  covered. 

There  are  148  movable  ashbins  with  proper  coverings. 

These  are  regularly  emptied. 

During  the  year  no  houses  with  fixed  receptacles  have  had  these 
latter  replaced  by  movable  ashbins  with  proper  coverings. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area:-  The  duties  of  the  Sanitary 

Inspector  under  Article  19  (12)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 

Order  1922  have  been  carried  out  In  the  district  during  the  year. 

(a)  The  number  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
was  520. 

(b)  The  number  of  informal  notices  served  to  remedy  the  defects 
or  nuisances  discovered  was  103  and  of  Statutory  notices  2, 

(c)  The  defects  were  remedied  as  the  result  of  the  services  of 
such  notices. 

The  defects  or  nuisances  discovered'  were  chiefly  at  houses  built 
many  years  ago.  As  these  are  constantly  falling  into  dis-repair 
various  defects  were  noticeable  such  as  defective  roofs,  gutters, 
spouting,  defective  or  no  ashbins,  defective  drains,  closets  &c . 

The  number  of  stoppages  in  house  and  water  closet  drains  is 
proportionately  large  due  in  many  instances  to  neglect  or 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  some  tenants.  This  number  could 
easily  be  reduced  by  more  reasonable  care  and  usage. 


Smoke  abatement:-  No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Local  Authority 
with  a view  to  the  abatement  of  any  nuisance  arising  from  smoke. 

Am  not  aware  that  any  injury  to  health  is  caused  by  the  pollution 
of  the  air  by  smoke  resulting  from  the  imperfect  combustion  of 
coal  In  domestic  and  other  fires  where  it  is  not  efficiently 
consumed.  No  complaints  were  made  during  the  year  with  respect 
to  any  nuisances  arising  from  smoke. 

Schools:-  I have  inspected  the  elementary  schools  in  the 
district,  and  find  the  hygienic  conditions  in  respect  of  such 
matters  as  surroundings,  ventilation,  lighting  and  general 
sanitation  satisfactory.  There  is  an  adequate  supply  of 
drinking  water  obtained  from  the  public  mains  and  not  in  any 
way  liable  to  pollution. 

It  was  not  considered  necessary  to  close  the  schools  at  any  time 
during  the  year.  Children  from  a number  of  Infected  houses  were 
excluded  from  school  chiefly  on  account  of  Small-pox  and  Scarlet 
Fever.  Head  Teachers  usually  give  notice  of  any  child  absent 
from  school  where  the  cause  of  absence  is  reported  to  be  an 
Inspections  Disease.  It  was  considered  advisable  to  have  the 
Schools  disinfected  during  the  prevalence  of  above  diseases. 


HOUSING. 

The  general  housing  conditions  in  the  area  have  altered  very 
little  during  recent  years.  The  number  of  new  houses  erected 
are  as  follows  1920  - 2.  1921  = 2.  1922  55  6.  1923  s 0. 

1924  = 10.  1925  - 1.  In  old  houses  defects  of  various 

kinds  have  been  found  and  many  of  these  have  been  remedied.  A 
common  defect  is  dampness  in  various  degrees.  The  most 
contributory  causes  of  this  are  the  want  of  a damp  course,  of 
defective  pointing,  or  lack  of  means  to  carry  off  the  roof 
water.  Another  defect  is  a proper  place  for  storage  of  food. 
Either  there  is  no  pantry  to  the  house,  the  food  being  kept  in 
a cupboard  in  the  living  room  or  on  a shelf  by  the  side  of  the 
fire  or  the  pantry  is  so  situated  that  their  is  neither  light 
or  proper  means  of  ventilation. 
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From  a health  standpoint  the  cleansing  of  dirty  houses  is  a 
matter  of  importance.  At  the  present  time  there  are  a few  of 
these  in  the  area  the  condition  of  which  as  regards  cleanliness, 
or  rather  the  lack  of  it,  is  no  credit  to  either  the  landlord  or 
the  tenants.  Accumulations  of  dust  &c . , on  the  floors,  walls 
and  ceilings  black  and  discoloured,  and  wall  paper  perished  are 
some  of  the  defects  due  to  the  neglect  of  the  ordinary  process 
of  cleaning  on  the  part  of  a careless  tenant.  A visit  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  usually  results  in  a general  clean  up 
but  he  would  need  to  make  a weekly  visit  to  keep  the  house  In  a 
proper  sanitary  condition. 

There  are  noticeable  defects  in  the  surroundings  of  many  houses  - 
especially  the  yards.  If  the  smaller  yards  were  covered  with 
some  impervious  material,  house  refuse  placed  in  a properly 
constructed  and  covered  in  ashpit,  and  decomposing  animal  and 
vegetable  material  burnt  the  general  health  of  the  people  would 
benefit.  At  some  dwellings  ashpits  exist  only  in  name,  being 
merely  a layer  of  bricks  or  stones  where  the  house  refuse  is 
deposited  and  this  in  time  gets  scattered  over  the  yard.  No 
doubt  the  inmates  of  the  houses  are  themselves  In  part  responsible 
for  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  yards,  by  neglecting  the  all 
important  duty  of  attention  to  cleanliness. 

There  are  several  two-roomed  dwellings  in  the  district  and 
provided  they  are  kept  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair  they  serve 
a very  useful  purpose  as  they  are  let  at  a low  rent  and  occupied 
by  tenants  v/ho  are  not  able  to  pay  more  than  a few  shillings  per 
week.  Although  poor,  many  of  the  women  of  these  dwellings  are 
hard  working,  clean  in  their  habits  and  give  every  attention  to 
making  their  homes  comfortable. 


Numerous  instances  can  be  found  where  two  families  live  together 
In  the  same  house.  Where  infectious  diseases  occur  under  such 
conditions  the  spread  of  infection  becomes  inevitable.  Also  the 
nursing  of  Infected  children  under  such  circumstances  is  almost 
impossible . 

There  are  five  wooden  army  huts  and  as  temporary  buildings  these 
are  satisfactory. 

Pushed  by  the  shortage  of  houses,  some  men  and  their  families 
seek  shelter  by  obtaining  some  3ort  of  van,  old  railway  carriage  &c. 
and  these  are  Increasing  in  numbers.  There  is  much  that  Is 
attractive  about  caravan  life  but  when  used  as  a home  the  danger 
of  defective  ventilation,  overcrowding  &c.  cannot  be  overlooked. 

At  present  there  are  eight  of  these  ’’houses  on  wheels”  and  the 
inmates  in  spite  of  their  narrow  walled  surroundings  enjoy  good 
health,  look  robust  and  free  from  worldly  trouble. 

Water  is  supplied  to  seven  of  these  vans  from  the  public  mains. 

One  old  house  which  was  scheduled  as  being  unfit  for  habitation 
is  still  occupied  as  the  inmates  are  unable  to  find  accommodation 
elsewhere . 

The  existing  Bye-laws  relating  to  houses  have  been  recently 
revised  and  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printers. 

As  previously  stated  there  is  a shortage  of  houses  in  the  area, 
the  demand  being  much  greater  than  the  supply.  It  is  not  possible 
to  take  the  necessary  action  to  reduce  overcrowding  as  no 
alternative  accommodation  is  available,  even  though  such  over- 
crowding is  bound  to  have  a prejudicial  effect  on  the  health  of 
both  children  and  adults.  To  turn  families  out  of  overcrowded 
tenements  is  merely  to  squeeze  them  into  other  places  and  thus  the 
vicious  circle  continues.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  more  houses 
are  wanted  in  the  district  at  a cost  that  will  not  make  the  rent 
prohibitive  and  to  meet  this  end  they  need  neither  be  unnecessary 
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elaborate  or  expensive  in  design.  The  chief  cause  of  the 
overcrowding  besides  the  housing  shortage  is  the  evil  of  sub- 
letting the  "parlour"  and  a bedroom,  and  sometimes  the  former 
alone  as  a bed-sitting  room.  Another  cause  of  overcrowding  is 
too  small  a house  for  the  size  of  the  family  - new  houses  are 
needed  to  accommodate  these  large  families. 

At  the  present  time  18  new  houses  are  in  the  course  of  erection 
by  the  Local  Authority  and  2 by  other  persons.  In  addition  to 
these  at  least  another  hundred  is  required  as  the  population  is 
a gradually  increasing  one. 

Efforts  are  being  made  by  the  Local  Authority  to  obtain  sites  on 
which  more  houses  can  be  erected  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  means 
of  these  and  others  erected  by  private  enterprise  it  will  be 
possible  in  the  near  future  to  deal  efficiently  with  the  over- 
crowding in  the  district. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 


(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  ) 1 

(b)  With  state  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts; 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority.  0. 

(11)  By  other  bodies  or  persons.  1. 


1.  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 


Inspection  - (1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  520. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910, 
or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulation 
. 1925  :-  90. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  :-  1. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  In  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  2. 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  35. 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A - Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  2. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  2. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  :-  0. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  closing  orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  0. 
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B - Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  105. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : - 

(a)  By  owners  103. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  0. 

C - Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  & 15  of  the  Housing 
Act  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  0. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  0. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit:-  0. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  0. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  0. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Most  of  the  rnilk  supply  is  .produced  within  the  district  or  in  its 
immediate  neighbourhood  and  continues  to  be  of  a good  and 
apparently  wholesome  character.  During  the  year  the  cowsheds 
and  milk  utensils  have  been  frequently  inspected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  railkshops  and  purveyors*  premises  have  been  satisfactorily 
kept. 

A few  of  the  cowsheds  require  greater  cleanliness  and  more 
frequent  limewashing.  They  do  not  comply  with  the  Model 
Regulations  which  came  into  force  February  1908.  In  order  to 
do  some  of  them  require  a thorough  overhauling. 

The  milk  beasts  were  inspected  twice  during  the  year  by  a 
Veterinary  Surgeon  and  he  reported  that  all  the  animals  except 
one  were  healthy  and  not  affected  by  any  disease  which  would 
likely  affect  the  milk.  At  the  two  inspections  153  beasts  were 
examined . 

The  Sanitary  Authority  keeps  a Register  of  persons  carrying  on 
the  trade  of  cowkeepers,  dairymen,  or  purveyors  of  milk. 

During  the  year  there  were  19  retail  purveyors  and  one  wholesale 
trader  and  producer  who  did  not  sell  milk  by  retail. 

Number  of  cowsheds  in  occupation  * 27. 

Number  of  cowkeepers  on  Register  t 20. 

Number  of  cowkeepers  selling  milk  by  retail  * 19. 

Number  of  milk  shops  or  dairies  * 4. 

No  action  was  necessary  to  be  taken  as  to  tuberculous  milk  and 
as  to  tuberculous  cattle  one  cow,  referred  to  above,  was 
condemned  owing  to  tuberculous  disease  of  the  udder.  This 
animal  was  removed  from  the  herd  and  its  milk  was  not  used  for 
human  food. 
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No  licences  were  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  special 
designations,  classified  as  in  the  Fourth  Schedule  to  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  Order  1923. 

Meat  :-  Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Local  Authority  for 
inspection  of  animals  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  who  carried  out  this  work,  makes  frequent  visits  to 
the  slaughter-houses  at  the  regular  hours  of  slaughter  and  also 
inspects  the  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  at  irregular  times. 

No  distinctive  mark, for  placing  on  carcases  which  have  been 
inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter  and  found  to  be  free  from 
disease  and  fit  for  human  consumption,  ha3  been  adopted  in  the 
district . 

At  no  time  during  the  year  were  any  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases 
found  to  be  tuberculous. 

Shops,  Stores  and  Vehicles  Systematic  inspection  of  these  is 

carried  out  and  all  necessary  steps  are  taken  so  as  to  protect 
the  meat,  which  is  exposed  for  sale,  against  contamination  by 
flies,  or  from  substances  being  splashed  or  thrown  upon  it. 

No  meat  was  offered  for  sale  on  any  stalls. 

Slaughter-houses  :-  In  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  I 
have  inspected  the  slaughter-houses.  Their  condition  is 
satisfactory  and  they  are  kept  in  a reasonably  good  state  of 
repair.  They  are  so  constructed  as  to  permit  of  their  effective 
disinfection  should  this  at  any  time  be  required.  The  walls  are 
covered  by  an  impervious  material  for  a few  feet  from  the  floor. 
Lime  washing  is  carried  out  regularly.  Refuse  material  is 
removed  within  24  hours  and  the  floors  are  washed  and  gullies 
flushed  after  slaughtering. 

Slaughter-houses  In  use  In  the  area  at  the  dates  mentioned. 

In  1920.  In  January  1925.  In  December  1925. 
Registered  ..  5.  5.  5. 

Licensed  . . 0.  0.  0. 

Other  Foods  :-  No  unsound  food  was  exposed  for  sale  during  the 
year  except  a supply  of  fish  and  rabbits  which  were  so  decomposed 
that  they  were  considered  unfit  for  food. 

There  are  2 bakehouses  and  these  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
Limewashing  is  done  regularly,  there  is  sufficient  ventilation 
and  all  the  appliances  used  in  the  process  of  baking  are  kept 
clean.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses. 

There  are  six  fried-fish  shops  in  the  village  and  these  have  been 
systematically  inspected.  Owing  to  the  materials  used  in  the 
preparation  of  the  food  contamination  could  easily  occur.  The 
owners  were  advised  to  give  every  attention  to  keeping  the  out- 
houses where  the  fish  are  cured  in  a sanitary  condition  and  to 
have  the  walls  regularly  limewashed.  All  the  refuse  is  removed 
from  the  premises  daily.  The  existing  powers  are  sufficiently 
adequate  for  dealing  with  any  insanitary  condition  in  such  places. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk) 

Regulations  1923  and  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk) 

Regulations  1923. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 


The  notifiable  infectious  diseases  which  were  reported  since  1920 
are  as  follows.  Scarlet  Fever  47.  Small-pox  21. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  20.  Pneumonia  11.  Diphtheria  7. 

Typhoid  Fever  3.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  3.  and  Puerperal 
Fever  1. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  was  of  a mild  type  and  no  deaths  resulted.  The 
patients  were  isolated  at  home  but  where  there  is  a large  family 
isolation  is  practically  impossible  even  when  other  children  in 
the  house  are  no  longer  susceptible  to  the  disease.  Owing  to  the 
overcrowded  condition  of  some  houses  where  the  disease  occurred 
it  was  not  always  possible  to  provide  a separate  room  for  the 
patient.  In  many  cases  the  family  is  compelled  to  live  in  one  or 
two  rooms  under  circumstances  which  make  it  quite  impossible  to 
put  isolation  Into  effect.  Schools  are  the  usual  agencies  In  the 
spread  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  ot&er  infectious  disorders.  This 
applies  also  to  Diphtheria,  but  in  a lesser  degree. 

Pneumonia  occurred  chiefly  during  the  prevalence  of  Influenza. 

One  of  the  three  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  terminated 
fatally. 

A free  supply  of  anti-toxia  Is  kept  in  stock  for  the  prompt 
treatment  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

Small-pox  Of  the  18  cases  reported  during  1925  only  2 had  been 
vaccinated  - over  40  years  previously.  The  type  of  the  disease 
was  mild  rarely  leaving  any  trace  behind  on  the  skins  of  persons 
attacked.  Some  of  the  patients  were  getting  about  and  mixing 
freely  with  other  people  at  work  &c.  during  the  most  highly 
Infectious  stage  of  the  illness.  Prompt  isolation  and  vaccination 
of  contacts  seemed  to  have  a good  effect  In  preventing  the  spread. 
In  this  area  the  risk  of  general  infection  is  considerable  when 
so  many  unvaccinated  children  are  congregated  together  - as  In 
Schools . 

During  the  year  8 cases  of  Small-pox  occurred  In  children  of  school 
age  and  most  of  these  were  actually  attending  school  up  to  the 
onset  of  the  illness.  All  the  schools  and  school  departments 
were  disinfected  during  the  period  of  the  outbreak. 

No  person  under  25  years  of  age,  if  vaccinated  before  coming  in 
contact  with  a case  of  small-pox  developed  the  disease  and 
contacts  when  vaccinated  did  not  take  the  complaint.  Contacts 
who  refused  vaccination  did  develop  the  disease. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Small-pox  Prevention)  Regulations  1917, 
where  the  prompt  vaccination  or  re-vaccination  of  persons  were 
necessary  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  performed  119  primary 
vaccinations  and  59  re-vaccinations.  Practically  all  these  were 
contact  cases  and  were  kept  under  medical  observation  for  a 
period  of  16  days . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  No  case  was  notified. 


The  Notfs.  County  Council  undertakes  the  Bacteriological  work  of 
testing  specimens  for  Diphtheria  and  Tuberculosis.  Most  of  the 
patients  suffering  from  the  latter  complaint  are  advised  to 
consult  the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in 
Mansfield. 

Venereal  Disease  Act  1917  Treatment  can  be  obtained  at 
Mansfield  (County  Council.) 
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Arrangements  for  isolation  and  disinfection  In  cases  of 
infectious  disease  instructions  are  given  as  to  the  best  means 
of  isolation  at  the  patients*  homes.  There  is  no  isolation 
hospital  in  the  area  except  one  for  Small-pox.  Infected  rooms 
are  usually  disinfected  by  burning  sulphur  candles  and  by 
having  all  flat  surfaces  scrubbed  with  soap  and  warm  water 
containing  a disinfectant  and  the  rooms  purified  by  leaving  doors, 
and  windows  open  for  24  hours  and  limewashing  ceilings,  and 
walls  or  repapering.  There  are  no  arrangements  by  means  of  which 
bedding,  garments  &c.  can  be  properly  disinfected  without 
damage  to  the  articles  and  some  provision  should  be  made  so  that 
these  can  be  subjected  to  treatment  by  steam.  Liquid  disinfectant 
are  supplied  free  of  cost  for  the  disinfection  of  discharges  <!cc . 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  tests  known  as  the  Schick  and  Dick  in 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever*  or  of  the  Recently  developed 
artificial  methods  of  immunization  against  these  diseases. 


Non-notlf iable  infectious  diseases  During  the  period  since 
1920  the  non-notif iable  infectious  diseases  of  note  were 
Influenza,  Measles,  Whoop£%ough  and  Chicken-pox.  The  prevalence 
of  Influenza  during  November  and  December  1921  was  the  most 
noteworthy.  The  cases  were  very  numerous  but  the  disease  was 
of  a mild  character,  so  much  so  that  many  people  carried  on  as 
usual,  their  chief  troubles  being  headache,  some  mental  depression 
and  general  taalaise.  It  was  considered  advisable  to  close  the 
schools  for  a period  of  two  weeks  on  account  of  the  prevalence 
of  the  malady  among  school  ahlldren  and  the  decreasing  attendance. 
Cne  death  resulted. 

Measles  was  most  prevalent  during  March  and  April  1923  and  caused 
4 deaths.  The  disease  did  not  assume  an  epidemic  form*  Generally 
speaking  this  complaint  is  treated  lightly  by  parents  and  as  a 
result  the  sequelae  and  complications  which  often  occur  lead  to 
serious  results. 

Whooping-cough  :-  This  disease  was  prevalent  during  1921,  1922 
and  1924  and  caused  4 deaths.  It  is  usual  to  meet  with  concurrent 
outbreaks  of  Measles  and  Whooping-cough.  Parents  were  advised 
that  children  with  whooping-cough  should  be  excluded  from  school, 
playgrounds  and  places  where  other  children  assemble  until  no 
longer  capable  of  transmitting  the  disease. 

Chicken-pox  The  outbreak  of  this  complaint  coincided  with  that 
of  Small-pox  and  cases  were  most  numerous  during  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  1925.  The  disease  that  caused  most  difficulty  in 
differential  diagnosis  was  Small-pox.  The  early  constitutional 
disturbances  in  both  were  so  trifling  that  one  had  to  await  and 
rely  solely  upon  the  characteristics  of  the  eruption. 


Mosquitoes  :-  Many  children  and  some  adults  suffered  severly  from 
insect  bites  - mosquitoes.  The  nuisance  and  Ill-health  caused  by 
these  were  very  marked.  The  parts  chiefly  affected  were  the  arms 
and  legs.  After  playing  In  the  fields  &c.  It  was  quite  common 
for  the  children  shortly  after  reaching  home  to  have  an  eruption 
of  blisters,  some  of  which  were  haemorrhagic.  These  at  a later 
stage  set  up  various  degrees  of  septic  poisoning  and  made 
patients  ill  with  a temperature,  headache  and  vomiting. 

Judging  from  the  number  of  persons  simultaneously  attaoked,  the 
insects  seemed  to  appear  suddenly,  remain  in  the  locality  about 
six  weeks  and  disappear  as  rapidly  as  they  came. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAU  TUBERCULOSIS ) DURING  1925. 


Under  1 1-5  5-15  15-25  25-65 

Year.  Years.  Years.,  Years*,  Years.  Total.  Deaths. 


Pneumonia. 

— — -i 

0. 

i.  _ 

— 

— m 

4* 

4* 

3* 

Diphtheria . 

0. 

1* 

1. 

0. 

Scarlet  Fever* 

0. 

8 . 

8* 

0. 

Small-pox . + 

0. 

1. 

10* 

3. 

4. 

18. 

0. 

Erysipelas . 

0. 

1. 

1. 

0* 

Total  * 

0. 

1. 

19. 

3* 

9* 

32. 

, l 

i 3|.  . i 

* These  were  the  only  oases  admitted  to  Hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods. 

NEW  CASES. 

DEATH 

Pulmonary . 

Non- Pulmonary . 

Pulmonary . 

Non-F 

Ailmonary . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0. 

1. 

5. 

10. 

15. 

20. 

25. 

35. 

45. 

55. 

65. 

Totals . 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

3. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

3. 

2. 

The  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  area  is 
efficient . 

No  proceedings  were  taken  in  any  case  of  wilful 
neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 
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14. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS  1925. 


At  one  dairy  in  the  district  a person  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  under  such  conditions  as  to 
create  a danger  of  infection  of  the  milk. 

After  some  persuasion  the  patient  consented  to  be  removed  to 
another  locality. 

c rficA. 

No^ action  was  taken  under  Article  3 and  no  notices  were  served 
under  Article  5 of  these  Regulations. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1925,  SECTION  62. 

During  the  year  no  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this 
section. 


SECTION  132  OF  THE  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT  1901. 


The  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Factories  - two  hosiery  and  one 
boot-making  - are  satisfactory.  They  are  kept  reasonably  clean 
and  the  air  space  ventilation  and  drainage  of  the  floors  are 
sufficient.  In  case  of  fire  ready  means  of  escape  are  provided. 
There  is  sufficient  and  suitable  accommodation  in  the  way  of 
sanitary  conveniences. 

The  Factories  were  inspected  4 times  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  workshops  - domestic  workshops,  practical  dwelling 
houses  which  take  in  work)  on  the  Register  during  the  year  was  13. 
These  places  were  frequently  inspected  and  no  faults  worth 
recording  were  found  as  to  their  condition. 

When  an  Infectious  disease  is  reported  on  any  of  the  outworkers* 
premises  every  reasonable  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  complaint.  Small-pox  broke  out  at  one  house  where 
hosiery  work  was  carried  on  and  the  materials  in  hand  were  taken 
charge  of  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Two  lists  were  received  during  the  year  notifying  outworkers  in 
the  hosiery  trade. 

Seven  outworkers  were  notified  by  other  Councils. 


In  concluding  my  report  I beg  to  thank  the  Council  for  their 
courtesy  and  support  during  the  past  year  and  also  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  his  valuable  co-operation  and  assistance  in  the 
sanitary  work  of  your  district. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
ROBERT  IRVINE. 


6th,  April  1926 
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